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Reference: Urgent!!Augusta University Health extends COVID-19 testing to rural hospitals

 

For those of you who are laboring with lengthy test times from start to finish, you may want to consider this option just
announced. Reports are that Augusta University is very much faster than other means. This can be a major process
improvement and quality as well by reducing wait time for test results. Please let us know if you choose to use AU.

 

 

Augusta University Health extends
COVID-19 testing to rural hospitals

 

 

 

CONTACT: Danielle Harris, 706-522-3023, deharris1@augusta.edu

 

AUGUSTA, Ga. (April 6, 2020) –-- As the COVID-19 outbreak sweeps across the United States, rural areas are at risk of
getting hit hard by the pandemic.

 

Augusta University Health has expanded its capacity for COVID-19 testing and is now acting as a reference lab to provide
medical centers in rural Georgia and South Carolina with accurate results more timely.

 

“We know that having more timely COVID-19 test results, allows for hospitals to take better care of all of our patients
while protecting our staff and preserving personal protective equipment (PPE),”  said AU Health CEO Katrina Keefer.
“We are blessed to have the testing capacity here so that we may support limiting the spread of the virus in local
communities by more quickly identifying and isolating infected patients and health care workers.”

 

The specimens are delivered to the AU Health lab, and results are turned around within two days, often sooner.
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Jefferson Hospital and Emanuel Medical Center are among the first rural medical centers to utilize AU Health’s COVID-19
testing services. Jefferson Hospital sent in their first samples on March 29, and AU Health was able to test and confirm
three positive COVID-19 cases on the same day. Jefferson Hospital CEO Wendy Martin said the service AU Health
provides is beneficial to their facility because they often have to wait nearly two weeks to get results when using a third-
party company. 

 

“Hospitals are facing challenging times during this outbreak, and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work with AU
Health in getting quick test results for our patients” said Martin. “Rural Hospitals often struggle with limited staffing and
resources. These quick test results will allow us to ensure the utmost safety of our staff, patients, and community.”

 

Medical centers and businesses interested in learning more about this service should contact Jennifer Miller, vice
president of Strategy and Business Development for AU Health, at jemiller2@augusta.edu. 

 

Visit our resource page for additional updates and information on COVID-19.

 

###

 

AU Health is Georgia’s only public academic health center, where world-class clinicians are bringing the
medicine of tomorrow to patient care today. As the primary teaching affiliate of the Medical College of Georgia,
AU Health provides the most comprehensive routine-to-complex care at AU Medical Center, which houses the
region’s only Level 1 trauma center, as well as Children’s Hospital of Georgia, historic Roosevelt warm Springs
Rehabilitation and Specialty Hospitals, Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home, and more than 100 primary and

specialty care clinics across the state.
 

augusta.edu   augustahealth.org

 

 

 

Thanks,      

Jimmy Lewis                 
HomeTown Health, LLC

Cell 770-363-7453

Office 770-781-4677  Fax 770-781-3825 www.hometownhealthonline.com

"The Voice of Georgia's 55+ Rural Hospitals"
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