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Just when things were already getting tighter now they will get even tighter ! Come hear Michele Madison talk about

these issues at the Fall Meeting in two days!  See the agenda - View Agenda Here! And register. If you have not.

 

Trump Administration to Step Up

Oversight of Hospital Watchdogs
Additional federal action is expected in the fall

By  Stephanie Armour |The Wall Street Journal

Oct. 4, 2018 4:00 p.m. ET

The Trump administration on Thursday announced increased oversight of organizations that

accredit and inspect most U.S. hospitals, following a report last year in The Wall Street

Journal focusing on problem-plagued facilities that kept their accreditation status.

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, which grants accrediting authority, said it will

change the way it measures the performance of accrediting organizations in a pilot project and will

provide the public with new information about accreditors’ and hospitals’ performance.

A Journal database investigation in 2017 found that the Joint Commission, which accredits almost

80% of U.S. hospitals, typically takes no action to revoke or modify its accreditation when state

inspectors find serious safety violations. Hospitals kept their full accreditation even in cases where
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they had been ousted from the Medicaid program for safety violations.

“Because of that article, we’ve taken a lot of action, and we’re just getting started on the issue,”

said CMS Administrator Seema Verma. “We’re trying to bolster our efforts to have oversight and to

also have our reviews of [accreditors] transparent.”

Additional federal action is expected in the fall, she said, but that could require new regulations,

which can take time to enact. The agency is concerned about potential conflicts of interest in the

industry, she said.

The actions are aimed at the nation’s 10 federally approved health-care accreditors, which play a

little known but critical role in ensuring patient safety.

The House Energy and Commerce Committee in March launched an investigation into the

organizations, following the Journal report. That work is ongoing.

Sen. Chuck Grassley (R., Iowa) last year asked CMS to outline statutory changes that would be

needed to end the confidentiality of inspection reports written by accreditors. CMS officials have

been talking with Mr. Grassley’s office about that.

Under the changes announced Thursday, CMS will begin publicly posting performance data on

accrediting organizations, such as safety problems they may potentially have missed, and will test a

redesigned process for checking up on accreditors’ results.

Currently, states conduct inspections on CMS’s behalf at some hospitals 60 days after an

accreditor’s survey. They can sometimes reveal violations that weren’t identified in the earlier

scrutiny.

Under pilot projects in Texas, Ohio and Georgia, state inspectors on behalf of CMS will work

alongside accreditors to assess their compliance with safety and health standards, the agency said.

CMS will also analyze state investigations of complaints at accredited facilities as part of a

strengthened oversight of accreditors.

New details will also be posted on the CMS website, including a list of hospitals and health

organizations that have been found out of compliance with safety standards, along with the name of

their accreditor.
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Accreditors are often the frontline safety watchdogs at U.S. hospitals and health organizations.

Most hospitals get accredited in order to receive Medicare funding, though some forgo the process

in favor of state inspections. Nearly all states recognize accreditors in some part of their hospital

licensing process.

The Joint Commission, the largest accrediting entity, inspects hospitals including medical centers

for veterans, the Federal Bureau of Prisons and the Indian Health Service, giving it a sweeping

quasigovernmental role.

The Wall Street Journal investigation found the Joint Commission had revoked the accreditation of

fewer than 1% of the hospitals that were out of Medicare compliance in 2014. In more than 30

instances, hospitals retained their full accreditation even when their violations were deemed by

CMS so significant that they presented, or were likely to present, a risk of serious injury or death to

patients.

The accreditation system is closely tied to the industry it oversees. Twenty of the Joint

Commission’s 32 board members are executives at health systems accredited by the group or work

at parent organizations of those health systems, the Journal found.

Other board members are chosen by health-care industry groups, such as the American Hospital

Association and the American Medical Association. Hospitals pay the Joint Commission for

inspections, which occur at least every three years and cost an average of about $18,000 in 2015.
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